NEWS FLASH!
ACT 22 of 2011 (PA House Bill 960) enacted July 1, 2011 provides needed relief to your County’s rising cost of inmate medical health care. Under the new law “payment for care for inmates of state and county correctional facilities would be limited to Medicaid rates for inpatient care and Medicare fee-for-service rates for outpatient care” (source: haponline.org).
Inmates who meet PA Medical Assistance (MA) requirements are eligible for MA payment under Title XIX State Plan. It is therefore imperative that medical intake procedures include documentation of MA eligibility and copies of MA cards be kept in the inmate’s medical file in case an inpatient stay should occur. Inpatient case management should also include verifying MA eligibility with the hospital. Do not rely on hospitals to automatically acknowledge MA coverage or in the case of “ineligible MA” individual’s inpatient invoices to be billed at Medicaid rates. Invoices will still have to be repriced by our staff if you are a PIMCC Member or by your vendor if you use a privatized medical care firm.

ACT 22 is in the regulatory process at DPW and we continue to work with hospital and ancillary providers to determine how “outpatient” fees will be addressed. More information to follow as that process plays out.
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